8 WWW.FARMPROGRESS.COM B OCTOBER 2014

Ohio News Watch

Gypsoil makes inroads

B Gypsoil from BRM is the leading supplier
of gypsum for agricultural use.

B The company draws product from
scrubbers of coal-fired utility plants.

B Currently, most of the gypsum scrubbed
by utilities goes to landfills.

By TIM WHITE

Nester and Ohio State University

researcher Warren Dick, Indiana
agronomist Ron Chamberlain saw the
advantages of gypsum for healthier, more
productive soils many years ago. Cham-
berlain reported that soil became “softer
and more friable, yet resisted compaction,
crusting and ponding.”

In 2002, Chamberlain and his wife,
Cheryl, started a business and sought
permits to sell gypsum for agricultural
purposes in Indiana. They established the
brand Gypsoil in 2006 and began working
with utilities as suppliers of the product.
In 2009, Beneficial Reuse Management in
Chicago acquired Gypsoil. Chamberlain
continues as lead agronomist.

Robert Spoerriis CEO of BRM and head
of the Gypsoil division. He says the com-
pany has outlets in 21 states and reports
that sales of the product have been dou-
bling every year for the last four years.

“We are thinking the trend is going to

I IKE Ohio Certified Crop Adviser Joe

OHIO FARMER

COMMON SIGHT: Piles like this one
in lllinois may be seen more frequently
in Ohio as gypsum is gaining
recognition for its soil-conditioning
properties as well as potential to help
reduce nutrient runoff.

continue,” he says. “Ohio is a hot spot
right now. In Ohio, soils are particularly re-
sponsive to gypsum soil amendments, and
additional positive data on water quality
have gained alot of attention for the use of
gypsum as a tool for nutrient runoff.”

Regulatory hurdles
Gypsoil is the leading supplier of the
product because it has gone through the
necessary process to have the material
approved by state environmental and agri-
culture departments, Spoerri says.

“We have the necessary footprint to
market on a broad scale,” he says. “It has
taken a number of years, but now we can

EASY SPREAD: Gypsum is the same product used in wallboard, and manufacturing
standards also create a product that meets ag’s specified and consistent standards.
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% This information is for educational purposes only and is not an offer to sell Roundup Ready 2 Xlend This producl is not yet reglstered or approved for sale or use anywhere in the
- United States. Commerecialization is dependent on multiple factors, including successful conclusion of the regulatory process. The information presented herein is provided for
educational purposes only, and is not and shall not be construed as an offer to sell, or a recommendation to use, any unregistered pesticide for any purpose whatsoever. It is a
violation of federal law to promote or offer to sell an unregistered pesticide. Details of these practices can be found in the Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers printed in this
publication. ©2014 Monsanto Company. MDIC-15007 FP 9/1-REV ’
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