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Synthetic gypsum product could improve southern Illinois soils

By NAT WILLIAMS
AgriNews Publications

MARION, IlI. — A
waste product generated
by a power plant soon
will be used to improve
soils on southern Illinois
farms.

Southern Illinois Pow-
er Cooperative recently
signed an agreement to
sell a synthetic gypsum
to a Chicago farm prod-
ucts distributor. The pro-
duct will be sold under
the brand name Gypsoil
by Beneficial Reuse Man-
agement LLC.

“Farmers can actually
use this to reduce the
amount of anhydrous

ammonia they have to
use on their fields,” said
Leonard Hopkins, man-
ager of the Environment-
al and Fuels Depart-
ment at SIPC.

“It also tends to make
the soil hold water better.
Of course, we test this all
the time to make sure
there are no other con-
taminants that would
cause problems with the
soil.”

It is well-suited for
areas such as southern
Illinois with clay soils
that drain poorly, accord-
ing to Robert Spoerri of
Beneficial Reuse.

“It improves the struc-

ture of the soil, making
the soil more permeable
so that water is retained
better,” he said. “It pro-
vides better drought
resistance and reduces
ponding in the field.

“It also reduces soil
and nutrient runoff dur-
ing rainstorms. It can
make a substantial dif-
ference in improving the
overall structure of the
soil.”

According to Hopkins,
Gypsoil has a higher con-
centration of calcium sul-
fate than standard gyp-
sum.

“The actual synthetic
that we produce is about
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95 percent, where the
natural is about 85 per-
cent, so that is even a
better product,” he said.

Calcium sulfate is pro-
duced during a process in
which sulfur dioxide is
removed from the gas
emitted when coal is
burned at the power
plant.

Limestone is added to
the sulfur dioxide to pro-
duce calcium sulfate. The
power company then oxi-
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dizes the matter to pro-
duce a synthetic form of
gypsum.

SIPC began producing
synthetic gypsum after
modifying one of the
power plant’s scrubbers,
about two years ago,
Hopkins said.

In the past, calcium
sulfite, a sludge-like ma-
terial was the result.
That was used in mine
reclamation projects.
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SIPC produces about
100,000 tons of the syn-
thetic gypsum annually.

Spoerri said recom-
mended applications of
Gypsoil are 1 ton to 2
tons per acre, every year
or two years. The cost of
product at the shipping
point is $14 per ton. “The
(end) cost depends upon
where you are, since
freight is a big compo-
nent of the cost,” he said.

The PureGrade product line is a select group of
low-salt, chloride-free liquid plant food grades that
are high in orthophosphates and can be safely used

in close proximity to the seed, roots and foliage

for better fertilizer efficiency.

B44244

B45515

Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice
to Farmers

For Genuity® Roundup Ready® Sugarbeets in the
U.S.: On February 8, 2011, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) published its decision to
implement interim measures of deregulation
with conditions for the planting of Genuity®
Roundup Ready® Sugarbeets root crops, and
of planting under USDA permit for Genuity®
Roundup Ready® Sugarbeets seed crops. Genuity®
Roundup Ready® Sugarbeets can only be sold,
transported and planted in compliance with the
condmons |mposed by USDA and as set forth
agr with

USDA whlch must be in place prior to transport
or plantmg Growers must comply with the

Te y Stewa p Agreement
(MTSA) Amendment and the Genuity® Roundup
Ready® Sugarbeets Technology Use Guide (TUG)
Addendum on www.Genuity.com.

For Genuity® Roundup Ready® Sugarbeets in the
U.S.: The Monsanto Technology Stewardship
Agreement is amended as follows: Grower agrees
to transport and plant Genuity® Roundup Ready®
Sugarbeets only for the production of a root crop,
and not for seed production, and in compliance
with the conditions imposed by the USDA under
the deregulation with conditions and as set forth
in datory compliance ag with USDA,
which grower agrees will be in place prior to
transport or planting.

Based on the decision of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) on January 27, 2011, Genuity®
Roundup Ready® Alfalfa seed is available for sale
and distribution by authorized Seed Companies
or their dealers for use in the United States only.
This seed may not be planted outside of the United
States, or for the production of seed, or sprouts.
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Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto

products are commercialized in accordance with

ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance,

and in compl|ance with Monsanto’s Policy for
ization of Bil y-Derived Plant

Products in Commodity Crops. This product has

been approved for import into key export markets

with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or

material produced from this product can only be

exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries

where all necessary regulatory approvals have been

granted. Do not export Genuity® Roundup Ready®

Alfalfa seed or crop, including hay or

hay p , to China import app

Itis a violation of national and international

law to move material containing biotech traits

across boundaries into nations where import

is not permitted. Growers should talk to their

grain handler or product purchaser to confirm

their buying position for this product. Excellence

Through Stewardship® is a registered trademark

of Biotechnology Industry Organization

B.t. products may not yet be registered in all
states. Check with your Monsanto representative
for the registration status in your state.

Cottonseed containing Monsanto traits may not
be exported for the purpose of planting without
a license from Monsanto.

Individual results may vary, and performance
may vary from location to location and from year
to year. This result may not be an indicator of
results you may obtain as local growing, soil and
weather conditions may vary. Growers should
evaluate data from multiple locations and years
whenever possible.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL

DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready® crops contain

genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, the

active ingredient in Roundup® brand agricultural

herbicides. Roundup® brand agricultural

herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant to

glyphosate. Acceleron and Design®, Acceleron®,

Biotech Yield Assurance®", Bollgard 11®, Genuity

and Design®, Genuity Icons, Genuity®, Respect

the Refuge and Cotton Design®, Roundup Ready 2

Technology and Design®, Roundup Ready 2 Yield®,

Roundup Ready®, Roundup®, SmartStax and

Design®, SmartStax®, VT Double PRO™, VT Triple

PRO™, YieldGard VT Triple®and YieldGard VT® are

trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. Ignite®

and LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design®

are registered trademarks of Bayer. Herculex®

is a registered trademark of Dow AgroSciences

LLC. Respect the Refuge® and Respect the Refuge

and Corn Design® are registered trademarks

of National Corn Growers Association. All other

trademarks are the property of their respective 2

owners. ©2011 Monsanto Company. §
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John Deere Dealers

See one of these dealers for a demonstration

IOWA

Mt. Vernon
GreenValley Ag & Turf

ILLINOIS

Avon

Neff Co. Avon

Belleville

Shiloh Valley Equipment Co.

Breese
Riechmann Bros. LLC

Dixon

Holland & Sons Inc.
Dwight

Hogan Walker LLC
Farina

Green/Line Equip. Inc
Geneseo

Holland & Sons Inc.
Gibson City

Arends & Sons Inc.
Hampshire
Buck Brothers Inc.

Hoopeston

Arends, L.L.C.

Lacon

Kelly Sauder Rupiper Equipment LLC
Litchfield

Timmermann Implement Co. Inc.

Manteno
Hogan Walker LLC

Mattoon

Schilling Brothers Inc.

Melvin
Arends Brothers LLC

Mendota

Holland & Sons Inc.
Morris

Hogan Walker LLC

Okawville
Riechmann Bros. LLC

Perr

Arends-Awe, Inc.
Petersbur?

Stevens Implement Company

Pontiac

Kelly Sauder Rupiper Equipment LLC
Princeton

Holland & Sons Inc.

Somonauk

Hogan Walker LLC

Steeleville
Wm. Nobbe and Company, Inc.

Streator
Kelly Sauder Rupiper Equipment LLC

Urbana
Arends, L.L.C.

Winchester
Arends-Awe, Inc.

MISSOURI

Charleston

French Implement Company
Curryville

Sydenstricker Implement Co.
Moscow Mills
Sydenstricker Implement Co.

Palmyra
Sydenstricker Farm & Lawn, Inc.

WISCONSIN

Eau Claire
Tractor Central

@ JOHN DEERE

Nothing Runs Like A Deere

B39099




